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�������� f anyone is devout and a lover of God, let him enjoy this beautiful and radiant festival. If anyone is a wise 
servant, let him, rejoicing, enter into the joy of his Lord. If anyone has wearied himself in fasting, let him now 
receive his recompense. If anyone has labored from the first hour, let him today receive his just reward. If  
anyone has come at the third hour, with thanksgiving let him keep the feast. If anyone has arrived at the sixth 
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draw near without hesitation. If anyone has arrived even at the eleventh hour, let him not fear on account of his 
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gives rest to him that comes at the eleventh hour, just as to him who has  
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one he gives, and to the other he is gracious. He both honors the work and 
praises the intention. Enter all of you, therefore, into the joy of our Lord, and, 
whether first or last, receive your reward. O rich and poor, one with another, 
dance for joy! O you ascetics and you negligent, celebrate the day! You that 
have fasted and you that have disregarded the fast, rejoice today! The table is 
rich-�����������	�������������������������������
����		� �����	��������������	���������  
 
    Let all partake of the feast of faith. Let all receive the riches of goodness. 
    Let no one lament his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed. 
    Let no one mourn his transgressions, for pardon has dawned from the grave. 
    Let no one fear death, for the Saviour’s death has set us free.  
                                 
 He that was taken by death has annihilated it! He embittered it when it 
tasted his flesh! And anticipating this Isaiah exclaimed, “Hades was embittered, 
for it was abolished! It was embittered, for it was mocked! It was embittered, for 
it was purged! It was embittered, for it was despoiled! It was embittered, for it 
was bound in chains.                       (continued on page 2) 
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“And the disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch.”  Acts 11:26 
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THE EPISTLE 
 

�������������	
�����������
�����	����	������������� ������	��������	����������  
���������	�������������
��������������������������� ��
������������������  

 
The Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles 

Chapter 1:1-8 

��������n the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when 
He was taken up, after He had given commandment through the Holy Spirit to the Apostles whom He had 
chosen. To them He presented Himself alive after His passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty 
days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them He charged them not to depart from 
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with water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So when they had come together, 
they asked Him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to 
know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by His own authority. But you shall receive power when the 
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to the end of the earth.” 

 
THE GOSPEL 

 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. J ohn 

Chapter 1:1-17 

��������n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
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made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear 
witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness to the 
light. The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own home, and His own people received 
�
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who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 
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from the Father. (John bore witness to Him, and cried, “This was He of Whom I said, ‘He Who comes after me 
ranks before me, for He was before me.’”) And from His fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For 
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It took a body and, face to face, met God! It took earth and encountered heaven! It took what it saw but 
crumbled before what it had not seen!	
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St. John Chrysostom 
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�������� am the Resurrection and the 
Life. He who believes in Me shall 
never die.”  
(John 11:25)    
April 19th  - 40 day memorial in loving 
memory of Antoun Tahmouch offered 
by the family, 
April 19th  - 40 day memorial in loving 
memory of Faiz Batah offered by the 
family, 
April 19th  - 40 day memorial in loving 
memory of George Salim Khashan 
offered by brother Tony and Basima 
Khashan, sister Georgette and Tawfic 
Ansara and the family, 

   April 19th - 1 year memorial in loving  
   memory of Rose Biedron offered by her 
   children Kenny (Jennifer) Biedron,  
   Sarah (Brett) Karl, and sister Gail  
   Nagher, 
   April 19th  - 1 year memorial in loving  
   memory of Mariana Khoury offered by  
   her son Bashar and Maye Moussa and  
   family, 
    
    

Thank You 

“A Vigil Light is Burning”  
In Loving Devotion  

��������or The Health and Well Being Of: 
Sister Xavier, Robert Malin, Trevor 

Sullivan, 

��������n Memory Of: Joseph Michael 
Mouaikel, George Abodeely, Nawal 
Fakhouri,  

HOLY BREAD OF  
OBLATION 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation  
is offered by the families, for 
the month of April, in loving memory 
of: 

Fr. John Badeen 
Ibrahim Hanania 
Henry Jahshan 

��������ord, You are the physician of 
our souls and body. We pray You 
grant the following parishioners 
good health and blessings:   
Metropolitan PAUL Yazigi,  
Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim,  
Victor, Vivian Gabriel, Jason Zaks, 
Tarik and Helen Daoud, Helen 
Kandah, Charlie Salah, Rizkallah 
Rizkallah, Marie Sears,  Husam  
Salah, Suhail Shaya,                                                                                                                  

��������he following parishioners and 
friends of the Basilica of St. 

Mary have given special donations 
to the Church in the past few 
weeks: 
$850-In loving memory of George, 
Gerry, Debbie and Liliane Ansara, 
for the Easter Lillies, offered by 
Lew Ansara and family, 
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Condolences 

��������he clergy and  
parishioners at the Basilica of St. 
Mary extend their deepest to wife 
Margaret, children Sam and  
Sylvia, siblings Georgette and 
Tawfiq Ansara, Nahida and 
Yacoub Kassees, Diana and 
Samir Freij, Tony and Basima 
Khashan and the entire Khashan 
family on the passing of George 
Salim Khashan.  

��������he clergy and parishioners 
at the Basilica of St. Mary 
extend their deepest sympathy to 
wife Alice, children Cynthia
(Harold) Bond, Deborah (Ronald) 
Ponky, sisters Catherine (John) 
Vardouniotis, Mary Jane (the late 
Mark) Joseph, brothers Camille 
(Souad) Sabb, Joan and the late 
Michael Sabb, Odette and the late 
George Sabb and the entire Sabb 
family on the passing of Ernest 
Sabb. 

 
May their memories be eternal. 

With Our Thanks and 
Gratitude 

 
Special thanks and unending  
gratitude for all those who  labored 
before Easter, during Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday by the giving of 
their time and money for the glory 
of God and His Holy Church. 
Thank you to those who provided 
candy, colored eggs, Easter Lilies, 
palms, oil, charcoal, wine, bread, 
and incense. Thank you to the Teen 
Soyo who  organized the children’s 
Easter Egg hunt and above all, to 
the women who spent hours  
decorating the Bier of Christ.  
We are ever grateful for the over-
whelming attendance during Holy 
Week and Easter Services. 
May the Risen Lord bless all of you 
and your loved ones as we wish 
you the great  proclamation: 
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Ladies Society Thank You 
 

The Ladies Society wishes to thank 
all those who provided a dish to pass 
for our annual Lenten Luncheon. A 
special thanks to all those who  
attended the luncheon. It was an  
afternoon of good food and  
fellowship. 
 
�����������
Ladies Society President 
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Please visit www.saintmarylivonia.com for details  about events and activities happening  
at the Basilica of Saint Mary.  If you have any questions regarding Youth and Outreach Events,  

please contact Fr. Jim or Ms. Christina Stavros at (734) 422-0010. 
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FROM OUR FAMILY HERE AT THE BASILICA OF ST. MARY  

TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY, WE WISH ALL OF YOU A BLESSE D EASTER! 
�  Fr. George and Nouhad Shalhoub �  Fr. Jim and Audrey King, Pastor of Youth and Pastoral Outreach 
Ministries � Archdeacon Issa Rizkallah �  Deacon Dennis and Andria Bojrab, MD �   Deacon Samer and 
Hanan Hanna  �   St. Mary’s Parish Council, Nidal Fakhoury, Chairman �  Finance Committee, Aziz 
Naser, Chairman, �� St. Mary’s Cultural Center, Andrew Ansara and Dr. Radwan Khoury, Co-Chairmen 
�  Financial Controllers, Andrew Ansara, Don Hayes, Maha Khalil �  Church Administrator, Stacey 
Badeen �  Ladies Society, Irene Saba, President � Office Staff, Bill Lawson, Dalia Al Karra �  Pastoral 
Minisries Coordinator, Christina Stavros  �   St. Mary’s Choir, Linda Lawson, Director �  Chanters, 
Subdeacon Suheil Kashou and Subdeacon Dr. George Zacur �  The Altar Boys �  Church School Teachers 
�  The Ushers, Richard Shebib and Sami Azzouz �   Custodian, Randy VanNispen �  Gloria Sultani, Teen 
Soyo President �  St. Mary’s Cultural Center, Keith Rowe, General Manager and Robin Schlack, Office 
Manager �  Men’s Club �  Senior Heritage Fellowship �  Bulletin Staff Volunteers � Arabic School, Lina 
Nunu, Director �  St. Mary Website staff, Haitham Fakhouri, Webmaster � 	Festival Committee ��
Mother/Toddler Group �� Young Adults  �   Daughters of St. Mary  �  The Order of St. Ignatius  �  
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