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The Holy Apostle Matthew the Evangelist 
 

��� �� ���atthew, son of Alphaeus, was a tax collector when the Lord saw him in Capernaum and said: “Follow Me. 
And he arose, and followed Him (Matthew 9:9). After that, Matthew prepared a reception for the Lord in his 
home and thus provided the occasion for the Lord to express several great truths about His coming to earth. 
After receiving the Holy Spirit, Matthew preached the Gospel to the Parthians, Medes and Ethiopians. In Ethio-
pia he appointed his follower Plato as bishop, and withdrew to prayerful solitude on a mountain, where the Lord 
appeared to him. Matthew Baptized the wife and the son of the prince of Ethiopia, at which the prince became 
greatly enraged and dispatched a guard to bring Matthew to him for trial. The soldiers returned to the prince say-
ing that they had heard Matthew’s voice, but could not see him with their eyes. The prince then sent a second 
guard. When this guard approached the apostle, he shone with a heavenly light so powerful that the soldier 
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self. Matthew radiated such light that the prince was instantly blinded. However, 
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was given back his sight. Unfortunately, he saw only with physical eyes and not 
spiritual eyes. He arrested Matthew and subjected him to cruel tortures. Twice, 
a large fire was lighted on his chest, but the power of God preserved him alive 
and unharmed. Then the apostle prayed to God and gave up his spirit. The 
prince commanded that the martyr’s body be placed in a lead coffin and thrown 
into the sea. The saint appeared to Bishop Plato and told him where the coffin 
bearing his body could be found. The bishop retrieved the coffin with Matthew’s 
body from the sea. Witnessing this new miracle, the prince was baptized and 
received the name Matthew. After that, the prince left all the vanity of the world 
and became a presbyter and served the Church in a God-pleasing way. When 
Plato died, the Apostle Matthew appeared to the presbyter Matthew and coun-
seled him to accept the episcopacy. He accepted the bishopric and, for many 
years, was a good shepherd until the Lord called him to His Immortal Kingdom. 
St. Matthew the Apostle wrote his Gospel in the Aramaic language. It was soon 
after translated into Greek and the Greek text has come down to us, while the 
Aramaic text has been lost. It is said of this evangelist that he never ate meat, 
but only vegetables and fruit.      
         Taken From: The Prologue of Ohrid 
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“And the disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch.”  Acts 11:26 
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THE EPISTLE 

 
His voice has gone out into all the earth. 
The heavens declare the glory of God. 

 
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

Chapter 4:9-16 
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we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men.  We are fools for Christ’s sake, 
but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in 
disrepute.  To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless, 
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the off-scouring of all things.  I do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as 
my beloved children.  For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many 
fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.  I urge you, then, be 
imitators of me. 

 
 
 

THE GOSPEL 
 

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Chapter 9:9-13 

��������t that time, as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
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the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and His 
disciples.  And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  But when Jesus heard it, He said, “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
and not sacrifice.’  For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                
 

              Thanksgiving Day 
                Divine Liturgy 

 
         Thursday, November 27th 
                        10:00am 
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�������� am the Resurrection and the 
Life. He who believes in Me shall 
never die.”  
(John 11:25)      

   Nov. 16th  - 40 day memorial in loving  
   memory of sister Souad Chanbour  
   Kahwaji offered by Josephine Kadado  
   and family, 
   Nov. 30th  - 40 day memorial in loving  
   memory of George Chehade Saba  
   offered by his wife Janice Saba and  
   family, 
   Dec. 14th  - 1 year memorial in loving 
   memory of Suheil Ajluni offered by his 
   wife Catherine Ajluni and family, 

Thank You 

“A Vigil Light is Burning”  
In Loving Devotion  

��������or The Health and Well Being 
Of:  

��������n Memory Of: Joseph Michael 
Mouaikel, George Abodeely, Nawal 
Fakhouri,  

HOLY BREAD OF  
OBLATION 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation  
is offered by the families, for the 
month of November, in loving 
memory of: 

Albert Abdelnour 
Mary Azrak 
Trevor Daunt 

Yusuf I. Hanania 
Azeezeh Harb 

Jad Harb 
Julia Zanayed Harb 

Janine Kashou 
William Khoury 
Shawky Mousa 

Salem and Fadwa Qaqish 
Musa Rabah 

 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation  
is offered by the families, for the 
month of November, for the health 
and well being of: 

 
Nabeeh and Hilda Beshara 

Mathew Beshara 
Deanna van Gestel 
Suzanne Karibian 

Julie Kashou and families 
Noel, Patricia, Sharon, 
Elizabeth, Michelle and  

their families 

Lord , You are the physician of our 
souls and body. We pray You grant 
the following parishioners good 
health and blessings:  Metropolitan 
PAUL Yazigi, Archbishop 
Youhanna Ibrahim, Nakhleh Tawfic 
Ansara, Victor, George, Nadia, 
Becky, 

��������he following parishioners and 
friends of the Basilica of St. 

Mary have given special donations 
to the Church in the past few 
weeks: 
$50-For the health and well being 
of father Jim Twigg offered by 
Robert and Lisa Kallil, 
$100-For the health and well being 
of newly baptized Aiden Issa 
Rizkallah offered by grandparents 
Archdeacon Issa and the late Afaf 
Rizkallah, 
$100-In loving memory of Musa 
Rabah offered by his wife Farida 
Rabah, 
$100-In loving memory of mother 
May Twigg offered by Robert and 
Lisa Kallil, 
$150-For the health and well being 
of Omar and Julie Faris and family, 
$200-In loving memory of father 
George Mansour offered by Dimitri 
and MaryAnn Mansour, 
$300-For the health and well being 
of Zayna, Cameron, Raja, Mia, 
Laith and newborn MacKenzie  
offered by grandparents Raja and 
Edna Zaid, 
$500-For the health and well being 
of newly baptized Aiden Issa of-
fered by parents Samer and Sandy 
Rizkallah, 
$800-In loving memory of Hanna 
Khalil Jammalieh offered by the 
family, 

From the Heart 
 

Not money or gifts or  
material things, but  
understanding and  
the joy that it brings  
can change this old  
world and its selfish  

ways and put goodness  
and mercy back 
 into our days. 

 
By wisdom a house is built, 
and by understanding it is  
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the rooms are filled with all  

precious and pleasant  
riches. 

 
Proverbs 24:3-4 

Condolences 

��������he clergy and  
parishioners at the Basilica of  
St. Mary extend their deepest  
sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. Sami 
Shihadeh, Mrs. Salameh Kashou 
and the entire family on the  
passing of their brother Ibrahim 
Shihadeh from Washington. 
 

May his memory be eternal. 

Experienced worker  
in sales needed.  
Please contact  

Samira at 734-261-5255 
for more information 
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Please visit www.saintmarylivonia.com for details  about events and activities happening  
at the Basilica of Saint Mary.  If you have any questions regarding Youth and Outreach Events,  

please contact Fr. Jim or Ms. Christina Stavros at (734) 422-0010. 

HAPPENINGS 
@ the Basilica of Saint Mary 
……………………………………………

“At the Last Judgment I will not be asked whether I satisfactorily  
practiced asceticism, nor how many bows I have made before  

the divine altar. I will be asked whether I fed the hungry, clothed the na-
ked, visited the sick, and the prisoner in his jail. That is all I will be asked.”  
   
     —Saint Maria of Paris and Ravensbruck (Skobotsova) 

 YES! (Youth Equipped to Serve!) Detroit! 
Nov. 7-9 –Orthodox Teens and College Students from all over the Midwest gathered here at the Basilica 
to participate in a Youth Equipped to Serve Trip (sponsored by FOCUS North America) in Detroit. On Friday night, all of us piled 
into two, 15-passenger vans to do a prayer tour in the city—visiting various landmarks and learning about the city, learning praying 
silently or aloud at each stop. On Saturday, the group was in a vacant lot at 7:15a  serving the poor and homeless at the PB&J  
Outreach. We passed out clothes, underwear, socks, gloves, hats, coats, and shoes as well as food to those who are poor or homeless. 
We visited Belle Isle and helped transfer coy fish to the basement of the aquarium for winter. We visited various sights of urban 
blight and observed the sharp contrast with Indian Village. We harvested the fall crops of an Orthodox community garden in the 
heart of the city run by Sts. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church—the oldest Orthodox church in Michigan. We also served food at a 
soup kitchen and got to know folks on the street. It was a transformative weekend in which we met Jesus Christ in the faces of our 
neighbor—each other and those whom we had come to serve.   

Glory to God for this amazing gift!  
And thank you to Rob Neda and all the leaders for a beautiful, holy, and joyous weekend together in Christ. 
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                Thanksgiving Dinner  

 
             The Ladies Society is hosting                 
             St. Mary’s annual Thanksgiving  
                      Dinner on Sunday,  

                                    November 16th immediately following Liturgy.  
 
                                           Cost is $12.00 adults, $8.00 ages 5-10,  
            under 5 is free.  
 
      For reservations, please contact:  
 
        Sahar Qaqish at 734-223-1575  
           or  
       Nahla Chahin at 734-507-9318 
 


