
              August 12, 2012    

 
Who Are The Prophets and What Did They Say? 

 
Nahum proclaimed God’s vengeance and wrath, but also described Him as a stronghold, full of compassion. His 
most often quoted passages are found in chapter one, “The Lord is good, a refuge in time of trouble,” and his  
reference to Christ, “Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, who proclaims peace. 
 
Zephaniah  was a contemporary of Haggai and begins his prophecy with a warning of the coming destruction of 
Jerusalem, “I will sweep away everything from the face of the earth, declares the Lord.” He denounces the social 
cliques and perverted religious life of his time that resulted in sweeping reforms under King Josiah and the  
Prophetess Huldah. He prophesies that a remnant will remain faithful to God: they will do no wrong, speak no lies, 
nor will deceit be found in their mouths. They will eat and lie down and no one will make them afraid. He closes his 
prophecy with a psalm of praise regarding the future kingdom of our Lord.  
 
Jeremiah prophesied one hundred years after Isaiah. He lived during the time of 
Jerusalem’s destruction and captivity by King Nebuchadnezzar. His personal life 
took on the sorrows of his people. He graphically demonstrated his prophecies 
with visual and symbolic graphics. He wore a rotted loincloth to describe the  
condition of his country, broke pottery to describe the fate of Jerusalem, and  
displayed wine bottles to describe the drunken stupor into which Israel had fallen 
in their disregard for God. Jeremiah was imprisoned and later lowered into an 
empty cistern where he sunk down into the slime and mud. He was later released 
and put under house arrest. When the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem he was 
found shackled in chains among the captives marching into exile.  
Nebuchadnezzar ordered his release. 
 
Habakkuk  is an intriguing prophet found in a beautiful three-chapter book. He 
pondered aloud why the ruthless overcome the righteous and whether it paid to 
be good. Having made his complaint to God he placed himself on his watchtower 
and waited for an answer. It wasn’t long in coming. Habakkuk, Isaiah, and Jonah 
are the subjects of the fourth, fifth, and six odes of the Lamentations on Holy  
Friday. 
                           (continued next week) 
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“And the disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch.”  Acts 11:26 
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THE EPISTLE 

. 
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. 
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 

 

The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians 
 Chapter 4:9-16 
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because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men.  We are fools 
for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ.  We are weak, but you are strong.  You are 
held in honor, but we in disrepute.  To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill 
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have become, and are now, as the refuse of the world, the off scouring of all things.  I 
do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children.  
For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers.  For I 
became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.  I urge you, then, be imitators of 
me. 

 
 
 
 

THE GOSPEL 
 

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 
Chapter 17:14-23 

��������t that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before Him said, “Lord, have 
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fire, and often into the water.  And I brought him to Thy disciples, and they could not 
heal him.”  And Jesus answered, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long am I to 
be with you?  How long am I to bear with you?  Bring him here to me.”  And Jesus 
rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly.  Then 
the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”  Jesus 
said to them, “Because you have no faith.  For truly, I say to you, if you have faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will 
�	���� ��
� �	������ ����� ��� ���	������� �	� �	��� � ����� ���
� ������ �	���� 	��� ������ ���
prayer and fasting.” As they were traveling together through Galilee, Jesus said to them, 
“The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and He 
will rise on the third day.” 
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�������� am the Resurrection and 
the Life. He who believes in Me 
shall never die.”  
(John 11:25) 
Aug. 12th - 1 year memorial in loving 
memory of Sami Mousa Mashni 
offered by Bahieh Mashni and family, 
Aug. 12th - 1 year memorial in loving 
memory of Rola Kassis offered by her 
husband Rimon Kassis and children, 
Aug. 26th - 6 month memorial in 
loving memory of Shawky Mousa 
offered by his wife Jannette Mousa 
and family, 

Thank You 

“A Vigil Light is Burning”  
In Loving Devotion  

��������or The Health and Well Being 
Of: Joseph Razook, 

��������n Memory Of: Joseph Michael 
��������	
�����
��������	

  

      Ken Biedron,  

HOLY BREAD OF  
OBLATION 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation  
is offered, for the month of August 
by the families, in loving memory of: 

 
Pamela Khoury Ajlouny 
Samir and Nadia Ansara 

Freddy Essa 
Martha Sackllah 
Hala Sackllah 

��������ord, you are the physician of 
our souls and body. We pray 

You grant the following parish-
ioners good health and blessings: 
Dr. Muaiad Shihadeh, Gloria 
Harb, Debbie Harb, baby Angela 
Barakat, Farida Rabah, Nabiha 
Kashou, Jalil Warra, Nicholas 
Samaan, Dr. Erik Hanby,  
Fareedah Mansur, 

��������he following parishioners 
and friends of the Basilica 

of St. Mary have given special 
donations to the Church in the 
past few weeks: 
$100-For the health and well 
being of newly churched Luke 
Nader offered by parents Dr. 
Nader and Rana Warra and 
grandparents Said and Sohayla 
Warra and Maurice and Jyzelle 
Khoury, 
$100-In loving memory of 
George Ziadeh offered by Rima 
Ziadeh and family, 
$100-In loving memory of  
Jamileh Samaan offered by  
Salah and Siham Salah, 
$150-For the health and well 
being of newly baptized Isabella 
Faith offered by her parents  
Michael and Joanne Kharsa, 
$200-In loving memory of Faris 
Qaqish offered by his brother 
Ghassan Qaqish and family, 
 

From the Heart 
 

It’s not the things that can 
be bought that are life’s 
richest treasure. It’s just 
the little heart gifts that 

money cannot measure. 
 

Better is little with the fear 
of the Lord than great 
treasure and trouble  

therewith. 
 

Proverbs 15:16 
 

Today appreciate your  
treasures: faith, family, and 

friends are the most valuable 
and yet are unavailable for 

purchase. 

Upcoming Events for 
St. Mary Parishioners 

Sept. 14th - St. Romanos the  
                    Melodist Byzantine  
                    Choir Concert 
Oct. 12-14 - 40th anniversary  
                     celebration 

From Your Treasurer’s 
We wish to remind you that  
payment of Archdiocese dues is very 
important. The annual dues are now 
$25.00 per member with a family maxi-
mum of $100.00.    Collection of Arch-
diocese dues from individual parishion-
ers is a major part of our budget�� Please 
help us meet our  
obligations by making your payment of 
Archdiocese dues. 
 
Sincerely, 
����������	�	
�����	�������	�	�
��	����
Co-Treasurer’s  �

Holy Dormition Fast 
 

On the occasion of our Feast, 
the Holy Dormition (falling 
asleep of the Mother of God), 
devotional prayers for the  
Virgin Mary will take place on: 
 

Friday, August 10th-7pm 
followed by a procession 

Monday, August 13th - 7pm 
followed by a procession 

Tuesday, August 14th - 7pm 
Divine Liturgy followed by 

Lamentations 
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Week of August 12, 2012 

Please visit our website for details about all the Basilica of St. Mary events and activities.   
www.saintmarylivonia.com 

��������	
����		
Every Saturday, 5:00pm: Great Vespers 
 
August 10, 5:00pm: Antiochian Village campers retur n 

 
August 13, 7:00pm: Church School Ministry Team meet ing 
 
August 14, 7:00pm: Divine Liturgy, Feast of the Dor mition of the Theotokos 
 
September 8, 10:00am:  

Church School Staff Meeting. Guest speaker: Mary Ri ce 
 

September 13, 6:00pm: Vespers with St. Romanos Choi r (St. George, Troy) 
 
September 14, 7:30pm: St. Romanos the Melodist Byza ntine Choir Concert 

 
September 16, 10:00am: First Day of Church School 

 
September 21-23, 2012: Bike for the Basilica Reunio n Tour 

If you have any questions regarding any of these events, please call Fr. Jim King at 
the Department of Youth and Outreach office. The life of the Basilica depends on 

you. Get involved today!  

On July 29, we sent this group of 100 children and teens to the Antiochian Village for two weeks. 
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