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��� �� ���ore than 10,000 children and their parents in the Gaza Strip will soon have better access to reliable food sources through a new 
program launched by International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). IOCC was awarded $3.75 million to assist 1,400 selected 
households start and maintain family gardens, or to raise fish or small livestock such as chickens and rabbits. The award was made by 
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) through Mercy Corps as part of a larger initiative in the Gaza Strip. 
Sam Dunlap, country representative for IOCC Jerusalem, says these activities build on IOCC's current activities in the Gaza Strip, in 
which IOCC is rehabilitating greenhouses, digging water catchments and providing water irrigation systems. "Ideally, this chain of 
activities will produce a surplus of food for the families' needs, and ultimately develop into extra sources of income that will allow 
them to flourish. "IOCC is concentrating its assistance on Palestinian families that continue to be isolated by a 2009 post-war blockade 
that severely limits the movement of people and goods outside the Gaza Strip. The resulting ex-
tensive problems in infrastructure,   water and sanitation, livelihoods, education and health have 
seen little significant improvement since then. With unemployment in the Gaza Strip hovering at 
around 40%, approximately 80% of households are forced to rely on some form of food aid to 
feed their families. Through the IOCC community assistance program, participants will receive 
practical training to help improve existing agricultural practices and increase the amount of food 
they need to produce to sustain their families. Members of participating households as well as 
other unemployed members of the community will also be given cash for work to carry out the 
farming activities necessary for the program, including digging catchments, installing irrigation 
systems, clearing agricultural land and readying it for use, and installing fencing around house-
hold gardens. The greatest challenge to implementing this program in a timely manner will be in 
delivering necessary irrigation supplies, seeds, fertilizer and farm animals to the families. Ac-
cording to Dunlap, approval from the Israeli Ministry of Defense to allow the delivery of goods 
from the West Bank to the Gaza Strip can take up to six months. Another challenge is the issue 
of border crossing limitations. "Currently the Israeli Government has only one border crossing 
for goods entering the Gaza Strip that is fully operational," states Dunlap. "This impedes the 
movement of goods and materials into the Gaza Strip and results in delays that can directly im-
pact the project activities." Unexpected military activity, demonstrations, and strikes can cause 
the closure of the crossing for weeks, most of the time without prior notice. Despite the obsta-
cles, IOCC will continue to work with its local partners assisting those in need. Since opening its 
Jerusalem office in 1997, IOCC has implemented a number of relief projects in the Gaza Strip, 
West Bank, and Jerusalem, emphasizing assistance in agriculture, health, and education.������������������������������������
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“And the disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch.”  Acts 11:26 

The Antiochian Orthodox 
Basilica of St. Mary 

�
Fr. George Shalhoub -  Pastor 
Fr. Jim King - Director of Youth &  
                        Pastoral Outreach  
                        Programs 
Deacon Issa Rizkallah 

313-690-2030 
Deacon Dr. Dennis Bojrab  
Robert Harb  - Parish Council  
                        Chairman 
Linda Lawson  - Choir Director 
Stacey Badeen  - Church Administrator 
Arwa Ansara, Andria Bojrab,  
Audrey King,  - Co- Church School  
                         Superintendents 
Richard Shebib/Sami Azzouz  -  
                        Ushers 
George Chalhoub  - Young Adults- 
                                  St. John Divine 
Dolly Matta  - Ladies Society   
                      President 
Anthony Massad - Teen Soyo  
                                President 
Lina Nunu - Arabic School 
Keith Rowe  - Cultural Center General 
                       Manager 734-421-9220 
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THE EPISTLE  
 

The Lord is my strength and my song. 
The Lord has chastened me severely. 

 

The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul t o the Corinthians 
Chapter 9:2-12 

��� �� ���rethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  This is my defense to 
those who would examine me.  Do we not have the right to our food and drink?  Do we 
not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers 
of the Lord and Cephas?  Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from 
working for a living?  Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a 
vineyard without eating any of its fruit?  Who tends a flock without getting some of the 
milk?  Do I say this on human authority?  Does not the law say the same?  For it is 
written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the 
grain.”  Is it for oxen that God is concerned?  Does he not speak entirely for our sake?  
It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher 
thresh in hope of a share in the crop.  If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it 
too much if we reap your material benefits?  If others share this rightful claim upon you, 
do not we still more?  Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of Christ. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
 

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St . Matthew 
Chapter 18:23-35 

��������he Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his servants.  When he began the reckoning, one 
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lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment 
to be made.  So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’  And out of pity for him the lord of that servant 
released him and forgave him the debt.  But that same servant, as he went out, came 
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throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  He refused and went and put him in prison 
until he should pay the debt.  When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 
were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 
place.  Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!  I forgave 
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your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his lord delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  So also My heavenly Father will do to every one 
of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
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�������� am the Resurrection and 
the Life. He who believes in 
Me shall never die.”  
(John 11:25) 
Sept. 4th  - 40 day memorial in loving 
memory of Abdullah Saba offered by 
the family, 
Sept. 11th  - 1 year memorial in loving 
memory of Nicola Shaya offered by his 
wife Doris Shaya and family, 
Sept. 18th  - 40 day memorial in loving 
memory of Maria Elsa Arida de Kassar 
offered by her daughters Corinne 
Haddad, Gloria Obeid and family, 
 

Thank You 

“A Vigil Light is Burning”  
In Loving Devotion  

��������or The Health and Well Being 
Of: Michael, Henry and Freddy 

Sackllah 

��������n Memory Of: Joseph Michael 
��������	
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��������	
  

Maxine Koury, Ken Biedron, Ophelia 
Vasilco, Dennis Addy, Jason Zogaib, 

HOLY BREAD OF  
OBLATION 

Sermon On-Line 
 

If you missed Fr. George’s  
sermon last Sunday, you can now listen 
to him or you can see the full Liturgy at 

www.saintmarylivonia.com 
click on multimedia and go to videos 

 
Last  few week’s sermons: 

 
Blessed is the Womb  

that Carried You 
A Moral Principle to Live By 

 
Sharing Your Gift With Others 

By: Fr. Jim King 
 

The Meaning of Mercy 
Why, Without Accepting God’s  
Mercy and Sharing with Others,  

Life is Impossible 
 

No One is Denied the Gift of God 
(Epistle of St. Paul 12:6-14) 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation is 
offered for the month of August in 
loving memory of Samir and  
Nadia Ansara by their children and 
grandchildren, 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation is 
offered for the month of  

August in loving memory of  
Abdallah Harb by his wife, Wadad 
Harb, 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation is 
offered for the health and well being 
of Shireen, Nisreen, Tarik, Sabah and 
Aouni Fakhouri, 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation is 
offered in loving memory of 
Gaby Elie Nseir, Nadia Nseir, Gibran 
and Eva Nseir, Houda Nseir, Joseph, 
Genevieve and Eddie Mansour by 
Elie and Violette Nseir, 

��������ord, you are the physician of 
our souls and body. We pray 

You grant the following parishioners 
good health and blessings: Jalil 
Ghannam, Samir Salah, Michel 
Ghareeb, Suheil Ajluni, Dominic, 
Nouhad Sayeigh, Sami Shihadeh, Al 
Ingram,           

��������he following parishioners and 
friends of the Basilica of St. 

Mary have given special donations 
to the Church in the past few 
weeks: 
$100-For the health and well being 
of Juliet Nichole Raiti on the  
occasion of her churching offered 
by her grandparents, Robert and 
Rima Zakaria, 
$100-In loving memory of David 
Gazale offered by Dr. Peter and 
Judy Ajluni, 
$200-For the health and well being 
of Justin Hurlbert on the occasion 
of his baptism offered by his god-
parents, Robert and Rima Zakaria, 
$500-In loving memory of Rola 
Kassis offered by her husband  
Rimon Kassis and children, 
$700-In loving memory of Maria 
Elsa Arida de Kassar offered by 
family and friends, 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR  
ST. MARY PARISHIONERS 
 
Sept. 10th - Altar Boy Training 
Sept. 18th - Sunday School  
                    begins 

Condolences 

��������he clergy and  
parishioners at the  

Basilica of St. Mary extend their 
deepest sympathy to daughter 
Chelsea Mashni, mother Bahieh 
Mashni, siblings Munir, Nabeel, 
Doris Mufarreh, Salwa Mufarreh, 
Najwa Janaai, Nadia Morrison 
and the entire family on the  
passing of their beloved father/
son/brother Sami Mashni. 
May his memory be eternal. 

Christian Education 
 

Our Christian Education  
Department now has a Face-
book page - The Basilica of St. 
Mary Church School - which 
will have information related to 
Sunday School classes, 
Wednesday Family Nights and 
the Adult Educational Institute. 
 
Church School begins on 
Sunday, September 18th. 
Registration is in the Activity 
Center immediately following 
church services. 
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Week of August 28, 2011 

Please visit our website for details about all the Basilica of St. Mary events and activities.   
www.saintmarylivonia.com 
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