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��������oday’s Gospel of the healing of the paralytic raises a number of questions. The first perhaps is: Where does illness come 
from? The answer to this question is contained within the self same Gospel, in the words of Our Lord to the healed  

paralytic: “Sin no more lest a worse thing come unto thee.” In other words, the origin of illness is in sin. We can see this very 
clearly in the cases of those who destroy their organisms through the taking of drugs, such as tobacco, alcohol or heroin. But 
most illnesses are not voluntary, they are involuntary. Thus anyone can catch a cold. And we all know people who have lung 
cancer but have never smoked a cigarette in their lives. The fact is that the vast majority 
of illnesses and infirmities are involuntary not the result of personal sin, but the result of 
the general sin that is in the world, the consequences of the Fall of Adam. This is part of 
our general human condition and this can happen to anyone. What is the way out? What 
is the solution? The answer to this question too Is given in today’s Gospel. The way out 
is Christ, He who healed the paralytic, Not only can He heal illness, because He over-
comes sin, but also He can overcome the ultimate consequence of sin-death itself. Thus at 
this moment different countries stand on the brink of the horrors of war and catastrophe, 
of incalculable evil. Do they not know that peace is better than war? Thus every single 
country in the world has among its leaders the criminal and the corrupt. Do they not 
know how to live according to good and not bad? Have they never heard the words: “Do 
as you would be done by.” Every single country in the world, it would seem, now has a 
spiraling crime rate. Do we know how to teach our children the difference between right 
and wrong? Given the many problems of today’s world, some people ask: “But why does 
Christ not intervene to heal the illnesses of the world?” The answer to this question too is 
also contained in today’s Gospel. If you remember, before Christ healed the paralytic, He 
first asked him if he wanted to be healed. Christ does not heal those who do not want to 
be healed. He gives us freedom. Thus: Do countries that wish to slaughter the people of 
other countries want to be healed of their passion for bloodletting, ethnic hatred and terri-
torial conquest? Do corrupt politicians and arms merchants want to be healed of their 
greed for power? Do criminals want to be healed of their unending desire for material 
riches? But rather than take the easy path of judging and blaming others for all the 
world’s ills, perhaps we had better take the difficult path of first looking to ourselves:      
                                                                                                            (continued on page 2) 
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“And the disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch.”  Acts 11:26 
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THE EPISTLE 
Sing praises to our God, sing praises. 

Clap your hands, all you nations. 
 

The Reading is from the Acts of the Saintly and Pur e Apostles 
Chapter 9:32-42 

��������n those days, as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints that 
lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years and 
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immediately he rose. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 
Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which means Dorcas. She was full of good works and 
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upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to 
him entreating him, “Please come to us without delay.” So Peter rose and went with them. And when he 
had come, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping, and showing 
tunics and other garments, which Dorcas made while she was with them. But Peter put them all outside 
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and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and lifted her up. Then calling the saints 
and widows he presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the 
Lord. 

 
 

THE GOSPEL 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. J ohn 
Chapter 5:1-15 

 

��������t that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in 
Hebrew called Bethsaida, which has five porticoes. In these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, lame, 

paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into 
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whatever disease he had. One man was there, who had been ill for 38 years. When Jesus saw him and 
knew that he had been lying there a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick man 
answered Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am 
going another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your pallet, and walk.” And at 
once the man was healed, and he took up his pallet and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath. So the 
Jews said to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, it is not lawful for you to carry your pallet.” But he 
answered them, “The man who healed me said to me, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk.’” They asked him, 
“Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your pallet, and walk’?” Now the man who had been healed 
did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus 
found him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befalls you.” 
The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus Who had healed him. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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(Continued from page 1) 
Do we, honestly, want to be healed of our own sinfulness and passions, in our indifference to God, our crucifying 
lack of faith in the Church of Christ? If we show no sign that we want to be healed, then we too will continue to lie 
paralyzed in the same old rut as before. And if the world shows no sign that it wants to be healed, then it too will 
continue to lie in the paralysis of its old hatreds and evil way. O Lord, save us from our own iniquities and idleness.       
Amen 



()��������)����+	�)���7� ����������������	�� .������ 

 

�����
���	�� 
 ���������	

�������� am the Resurrection and 
the Life. He who believes in Me 
shall never die.”  
(John 11:25) 
May 6th -1 year memorial in loving 
memory of Hanna Zarou offered by 
the family, 
May 27th -40 day memorial in loving 
memory of Yasmin Oudeh offered by 
her husband Sami Oudeh and family, 
June 3rd -1 year memorial in loving 
memory of Aida Konstantinidis offered 
by the family, 
June 10th -6 month memorial in loving 
memory of Basma and Susan 
Ghanayem offered by Ramzi and 
Samir Ghanayem, 
June 10th -6 month memorial in 
memory of Emile Bahna offered by his 
wife Norma Bahna and children, 

Thank You 

OUR NEW ARRIVALS 

“A Vigil Light is Burning”  
In Loving Devotion  

��������or The Health and Well Being 
Of:  

��������n Memory Of: Joseph Michael 
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      Ken Biedron, Yasmin Oudeh, 

HOLY BREAD OF  
OBLATION 

Sermon On-Line 
If you missed Fr. George’s  

sermon last Sunday, you can now  
listen to him or you can see the full Lit-
urgy at www.saintmarylivonia.com 
click on multimedia and go to videos 

 
Last  few week’s sermons: 

 
What Happened After Easter? 

 
A Week of Transformation  

and Renewal 
By: Fr. Jim King 

 
Al Masih Qam!  Hakan Qzm! 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation  
is offered, for the month of May by 
the families, in loving memory of: 

 
Paul, Aziz, & Suham Rizqalla 

Hilda Naser 
Jack Mansur 

Atallah Freige 
Abdallah Harb 

 

��� �� ���oly Bread of Oblation  
is offered, for the month of May by 
the families, for the health and well 
being of: 

James, Nancy, Paul, Nicholas  
and Christopher Rizqalla 

 

��������ord, you are the physician of 
our souls and body. We pray 

You grant the following parishioners 
good health and blessings: Anthony 
Salah, Colleen Ansara, Corinne 
Haddad, Al Ingram, Leila Saba  
Hanna, Isam Isaac, Reem Eadeh, 
Katar Ansara, Dr. Muaiad Shihadeh, 
Basima Farhat, Abdalla Rizqalla, 
Michael Bannoura, 

��������ongratulations and best  
wishes to Hatem and Lara Seman 
on the birth of their twin boys, 
Adeeb and Fares Seman. 
May God bless parents and  
children. 

��������he following parishioners and 
friends of the Basilica of St. 

Mary have given special donations 
to the Church in the past few 
weeks: 
$50-For the health and well being of 
newborn twins Adeeb and Fares 
Seman offered by parents Hatem and 
Lara Seman, 
$100-For the health and well being of 
newly baptized Norah Elizabeth  
offered by parents Eric and Elise  
Harrison, 
$100-For the health and well being of 
newly churched Anton Michael offered 
by parents Michael and Amanda  
Hassan, 
$100-In loving memory of Jack  
Mansur offered by the Mansur,  
Baringhaus and Edwin families, 
$100-In loving memory of    Abdallah 
Harb, 2 year memorial offered by his 
wife Wedad Harb and family, 
$100-In loving memory of Hanna  
Zarou offered by his wife Helen Zarou, 
$100-In loving memory of Khalil  
Khalaf offered by Wardeh Ajluni, 
$100-For the health and well being of 
Reem Eadeh offered by David and 
Lillian Misleh, 
$150-For the health and well being of 
Yousef and Ali Bazzi, 
$160-In loving memory of Mousa 
Ghannam offered by his wife, Najla 
Ghannam, 
$200-For the health and well being of 
newly churched Leila Nicole, offered 
by parents,  Dr. Chris and Nicole 
Jaghab, 
$300-For the health and well being of 
Michael Bannoura, 
$840-In loving memory of Yasmin 
Oudeh offered by family and friends, 

Upcoming Events for 
St. Mary Parishioners 

May 19th-Church School Picnic 
12:00 at Rotary Park-Pavilion 3 
May 31, June 1-3-St. Mary’s 
Festival 

GRADUATION 2012 
WE ASK ALL HIGH SCHOOL 
AND COLLEGE GRADUATES TO 
SEND THEIR NAMES, PARENT’S 
NAMES, SCHOOL, DEGREE AND 
A PHOTOGRAPH TO THE 
CHURCH OFFICE,  AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE, TO BE PLACED IN 
OUR RECOGNITION SUNDAY  
COMMEMORATIVE BOOK.  
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Week of May 6, 2012 

Please visit our website for details about all the Basilica of St. Mary events and activities.   
www.saintmarylivonia.com 
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