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Second Sunday of Great Lent 
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The Commemoration of St. Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonica 
 

T his divine Father, who was from Asia Minor, was from childhood reared in the royal court of Constantinople, where he was instructed in both religious and secular wisdom. Later, while 
still a youth, he left the imperial court and struggled in asceticism on Mount Athos, and in the 
Skete at Beroea.  He spent some time in Thessalonica being treated for an illness that came from 
his harsh manner of life.  He was present in Constantinople at the Council that was convened in 
1341 against Barlaam of Calabria, and at the Council of 1347 against Acindynus, who was of like 
mind with Barlaam; Barlaam and Acindynus claimed that the grace of 
God is created.  At both these Councils, the Saint contended  
courageously for the true dogmas of the church of Christ, teaching in 
particular that divine grace is not created, but is the uncreated  
energies of God which are poured forth throughout creation:  otherwise 
it would be impossible, if grace were created, for man to have genuine 
communion with the uncreated God.  In 1347 he was appointed Metro-
politan of Thessalonica. He tended his flock in an apostolic manner for 
some twelve years, and wrote many books and treaties on the most 
exalted doctrines of our Faith; and having lived for a total of sixty-three 
years, he reposed in the Lord in 1359.  His holy relics are kept in the 
Cathedral of Thessalonica.  A full service was composed for his feast 
day by the Patriarch Philotheus in 1368, when it was established that 
this feast be celebrated on this day.  Since works without right faith 
avail nothing, we set Orthodoxy of faith as the foundation of all that we 
accomplish during the Fast, by celebrating the Triumph of Orthodoxy 
the Sunday before, and the great defender of the teachings of the Holy 
Fathers today.                                             
               From:  The Great Horologion, Holy Transfiguration Monastery, 1997. 
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THE EPISTLE 
 

O Lord, Thou wilt preserve us and keep us from this generation. 
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath disappeared. 

 
The Reading is from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews 

Chapter 1:10-2:3 

I n the beginning, Thou, O Lord, didst found the earth, and the heavens are the work of Thy hands; 
they will perish, but Thou remainest; they will all grow old like a garment, like a mantle Thou wilt roll 
them up, and they will be changed.  But Thou art the same, and Thy years will never end.”  But to what 
angel has He ever said, “Sit at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies a stool for thy feet”?  Are they 
not all ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?  
Therefore, we must pay closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.  For if the 
message, declared by angels, was valid and every transgression or disobedience received a just 
retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?  It was declared at first by the 
Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard Him. 

 
THE GOSPEL 

 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 

Chapter 2:1-12 

A t that time, when Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that He was at 
home.  And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room for them, not even about 
the door; and He was preaching the Word to them.  And they came, bringing to Jesus a paralytic 
carried by four men.  And when they could not get near Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the 
roof above Him; and when they had made an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic 
lay.  And when Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  Now, some 
of the scribes were sitting there, reasoning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak thus?  It is 
blasphemy!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  And immediately Jesus, perceiving in His spirit that 
they thus reasoned within themselves, said to them, “Why do you reason thus in your hearts?  Which is 
easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your pallet and walk’?  
But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” – He said to the 
paralytic – “I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go home.”  And he rose, and immediately took up 
the pallet and went out before them all.  So that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We 
never saw anything like this!” 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

THE LENTEN PRAYER OF ST. EPHRAIM THE SYRIAN 
 O Lord and master of my life 

 Take from me the spirit of sloth, faint-heartedness, lust of power and idle talk. 
 But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, patience, and love to thy servant. 
 Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own sins and not to judge my brother,  

for Thou art blessed unto the ages of ages. Amen. 
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PRAYER CORNER memorials 

I  am the Resurrection and 
the Life. He who believes in 
Me shall never die.”  
(John 11:25) 
March 20th-40 day memorial in loving 
memory of William Nader offered by 
his wife Sally Nader and family, 
April 3rd-6 month memorial in loving 
memory of Kamel Azzouz offered by 
the family, 
April 3rd-1 year memorial in loving 
memory of Fakhri Zayed offered by his 
wife Susan Zayed and family, 
April 10th-6 month memorial in loving 
memory of Yacoub Kassis offered by 
his wife, Nadia, children and family, 
April 10th-6 month memorial in loving 
memory of Naim Kawwas offered by 
his wife Lily Kawwas and family, 

Thank You 

OUR NEW ARRIVALS “A Vigil Light is Burning”  
In Loving Devotion  

Condolences 

F or The Health and Well Being 
Of: Yasmin Oudeh 

I n Memory Of: Joseph Michael 
Mouaikel; George Abodeely; 

Maxine Koury, Ken Biedron,  

HOLY BREAD OF  
OBLATION 

Sermon On-Line 
If you missed Fr. George’s  

sermon last Sunday, you can now listen 
to him on the internet at  

www.messagefortoday.com  
or  

you can see the full Liturgy at 
www.stmarylivonia.com 

click on multimedia and go to videos 
 

Last  few week’s sermons: 
 

Heaven is Open to Us 
By: Fr. Jim King 

 
Ground Zero: 

The Meaning of Forgiveness 
 

Seeing Christ in Other People 
By: Fr. Paolo Dall’Oglio 

 
A Personal Intervention 

By: Fr. Jim King 

H oly Bread of Oblation is 
offered, by the families, for the 
month of March for the health and 
well being of:     
 
          Sylvia Hanania and her  
                grandchildren,  
       Alex, Andrew and Jacob 
                Shawky Mousa 
 
H oly Bread of Oblation is  
offered, by the families, for the 
month of March in loving memory 
of:    

Mousa Ghannam 
Yacoub Ghannam 

Mark Musa Ghannam 
Butros Jaghab  

Leila Zahweh Ghannam 
Anwar George 

Ayman, George, Saleem,  
Azeezeh and Suad Dirbas 

Musa Rabah 
Isa and Leila Kattuah 

Riad Kattuah 
Eileen Khoury 
Mary Thomas 

L ord, you are the physician of our souls and body. We pray 
You grant the following parishioners 
good health and blessings: Nicola, 
Susan, Faris Kakish, Jalil, Charlie, 
Mark Mancinotti, Shawky Mousa,

C ongratulations and best wishes to Dr. Frederick and 
Laura Harb on the birth of their baby 
girl, Mariana Rose. Proud grand-
parents are Fred and Clair Harb and 
Samir Mshahwar and Elin Haddad. 
May God bless parents, grandparents 
and child. 
C ongratulations and best 
wishes to Kevin Way and Kristina 
Thomas on the birth of their baby girl, 
Elyse Marie. Proud grandparents are 
David and Pat Thomas and Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Way. May God bless  
parents, grandparents and child. 

T he clergy and parishioners at 
the Basilica of  St. Mary extend 
their deepest sympathy to Linda  
Pietrandrea, Robert & Danielle (Hasan), 
Jason and the entire family on the  
passing of their beloved husband/father, 
Giovanni “John” Pietrandrea. May his 
memory be eternal. 

T he following parishioners and friends of the Basilica of St. Mary 
have given special donations to the 
Church in the past few weeks: 
$50-For the continued health and well 
being of Ayda Mughannem offered by 
her husband, Shauqi Mughannem, 
$100-In loving memory of Raymond 
Ajluni offered by Dr. Nader and 
Cyrene Ajluni, 
$100-In loving memory of Jason 
Zogaib offered by Lila, Andrew and 
Addison Zogaib, 
$100-On the occasion of the baptism 
of granddaughter Olivia Noel and for 
the continued health of our family, 
Shannon, Dylan, Julie, Erin, Tyler and 
Max offered by David and Noel 
Bawulski, 
$200-In loving memory of George 
Amjad Saba, Jr. offered by his parents, 
George and Itidal Saba, 
$1470-Anonymous donation to the 
church. May God bless them, 

COCC INTER-ORTHODOX  
SUNDAY EVENING  

 LENTEN VESPERS, 2011 
 

March 20th 
St. Gregory Palamas Sunday 

The Basilica of St. Mary 
Speaker: 

Fr. Justin Matthews 
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Week of March 20, 2011 

Please visit our website for details about all the Basilica of St. Mary events and 
activities.   

www.saintmarylivonia.com 

Sunday of Orthodoxy 2011 
“Blessed Lent!” 
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The Antiochian Orthodox Basilica of St. Mary 
March is Ladies Month 

During the month of March, our Ladies will be reading the Epistle in English and Arabic and ushering. 
                           
        March 20th                March 27th 
 
Epistle Readers: Marcelle Razook-English                          Epistle Readers:  Marlyne Musleh-English 
                           Dolly Matta-Arabic         Isabelle Sultani-Arabic 
 
Ushers:  Marleine Khoury, Zena Ansara,   Ushers:  Naimeh Faris, Nabelah Ghareeb, 
              Dolly Matta, Rimondah Khoury,      Nadia Salah, Sue Warra, 
  Feryal Obeidi, Hilda Beshara,                Lily Hassan, Marlyne Musleh, 
 Zoya Saad, Ninette Saad,      Hala Sultani, Lina Matta, 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SAVE THE DATE 
The Ladies Society annual Lenten Luncheon will be held on Sunday, April 3rd. 

More information to follow. 


